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IBBY AUSTRALIA – Then and Now
It was in the aftermath of World War 11 that Jella Lepman had the inspiration for what has become the International Board on Books for Young People.  She was a journalist who had fled from Germany and returned there to work in cultural reconstruction, and realised that children were starved for books.   Jella decided to create an exhibition of the world’s best children’s books and this exhibition opened in Munich on 3rd July, 1946.  With help from the Rockefeller Foundation,the International Youth Library was soon under way, with its founding on the 15th December, 1948.  Today the IYL is a haven for scholars of children’s literature from around the world.
Jella Lepman also wanted to create an international committee for young people’s books, and on 18th November, 1951 the International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) was convened in Zurich.  Interest spread around the world and in 1968 the IBBY Australia National Section was established, with Ena Noel as President, a position she held for almost 30 years.  Ena was also a member of the international Executive Committee from 1982-1986, the first and only Australian to participate in IBBY’s affairs in this way.

The first Hans Christian Andersen Award for authors was presented to Eleanor Farjeon in 1956 and expanded to include illustrators in 1966.  “The Little Nobel Prize” as it was soon called quickly grew in prestige, and for some it is IBBY’s most important activity.  They are presented every other year to a living author and illustrator whose complete works have made a lasting contribution to children’s literature.  Writer, Ivan Southall was the first Australian to be nominated for this award in 1976 and 1978.  A golden moment for Australia was in 1986 when writer, Patricia Wrightson and illustrator, Robert Ingpen made history as they were the first and only Australians to win the HCA Award, and Australia became the first country to win both awards.   Ena’s friend and colleague Maurice Saxby had been appointed to the HCA Award jury from 1984-6 and again, was the first and only Australian to serve in this capacity.  After a gap of 22 years, in 2008 IBBY Australia nominated Jackie French, writer and Shaun Tan, illustrator for the Award.  Only fully paid up Sections have the right to nominate candidates for this award, and despite the high cost of nominations, IBBY Australia has a vital role in maintaining this international profile. 

The most important meeting points for IBBY Members are the biennial congresses held around the world.  Ena Noel was responsible for inspiring the large Australian contingents of the eighties with 55 Australians attending the English Cambridge Congress in 1982 and 75 Australians participating in the 20th IBBY Congress in Tokyo in 1986.  We watched with enormous pride Patricia Wrightson and Robert Ingpen receive their gold medals.  The coach ride to a special reception held in their honour at the Australian Embassy in Tokyo was enlivened for the passengers by the chance to view close up the gold medals, embossed with the head of the master storyteller.  One of the highlights of each Congress is the Presentation Night of the HCA Award and in 2008 Elizabeth Beck and I were among the 7 Australians present to see HM Queen Margrethe II of Denmark present the Award to Jurg Schubiger, writer of Switzerland, and Roberto Innocenti, illustrator of Italy in the Glass Hall of the Tivoli Gardens.  In 2010 the awards to David Almond, writer of the UK, and Jutta Bauer, illustrator of Germany took place on Saturday, 11th September at the 32nd IBBY International IBBY Congress in Santiago de Compostela, Spain.  This time Joanna Andrew, Elizabeth Beck, Debbie Froome, Joscelyn Leatt-Hayter and I were among the 14 Australian participants at the ceremony.
The IBBY Honour List is a biennial selection of outstanding, recently published books and the list honours writers, illustrators and translators from 70 IBBY member countries.  The first Australian book to be nominated was Nan Chauncy’s Tangara, illustrated by Brian Wildsmith and published by OUP and entered under Great Britain in 1972.   In 2008 the Honour List received 160 nominations from 59 candidates in 48 different languages.  The 2010 Australian nominees are Sonya Hartnett’s The Ghost Child and Shaun Tan’s The Arrival.  See http://ibbyaustralia.wordpress.com for previous honour books.
Each year, International Children’s Book Day is held on or near 2nd April, the birthday of Hans Christian Andersen.  IBBY Australia has sponsored this day twice:  in 1978, with Colin Thiele writing the message and Robert Ingpen designing the poster, and again in 1988 with Patricia Wrightson creating the message and Robert Ingpen again designing the poster.  In 2010, Spain was the international sponsor for ICBD with poster designed by Noemi Villamuza with the slogan A book is waiting for you, find it!  Various events were held around Australia including a Dinner  held at Fremantle on  31st March with guests giving a one minute presentation of their favourite childhood book.

In 1994 Ena Noel founded her own biennial prize, the Ena Noel Award to encourage young emerging writers and illustrators under the age of 35.  In 2010, the Award went to Lili Wilkinson for Scatterheart, published by black dog books.  See http://ibbyaustralia.wordpress.com for previous winners.
15th March, 2010 was an eventful day for IBBY Australia, as Patricia Wrightson passed away, and an ALIA Board Meeting decided to agree to IBBY Australia becoming an independent, incorporated entity.  We now invite all who are involved with children’s literature, whether teachers, librarians, writers, illustrators, reviewers, academics, students, publishers, editors, booksellers to join as Individual Members at$25 per annum and $100 for Institutional Members.  Information about joining can be found on our website.  With your help we look forward to continuing to showcase Australian authors and illustrators to the world and creating new events and programs to support IBBY.
We are keen to share our experiences at Santiago de Compostela with a reprise of three presentations by Joanna Andrew, Elizabeth Beck and myself in the Library, Perth Modern School on Monday, 18th October at 6.30 for 7.00 pm.  RSVP Jenni Woodroffe on 9367 4759 or Email:jennij@iinet.net.au after 28th September.  Cost $10  IBBY members and $12 non-members.
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