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WAYBRA Race Around The World - Whole School Promotion

RATIONALE

“Literature promotion programmes are an important strategy for improving students’ recreational reading habits and literacy skills, broadening students’ literature experience and introducing a range of resources to meet student needs and interest”. (Combes, 2010)
This literature promotion programme has been designed to be used at St Stephens School, Carramar. This is a K-12 school however the programme focuses specifically on the Secondary School, years 7-12.  This cohort is comprised of 800 students aged 11-17. Most students are from middle class background and live in middle to high income areas. The school has very few ESL students, however does offer a special needs and gifted and talented programme to over 75 students. 

The programme is designed as a whole school fiction promotion with its primary aim to engage and enthuse students in reading while tapping into to an already well-established community and social consciousness being promoted in the school. By combing the WAYBRA awards programme with a whole school House competition that raises money for local charities students of all reading abilities will improve and develop their literacy skills while raising money for their House charity and scoring points for their Houses. The competitive and fundraising elements will help to encourage reluctant students to be more involved and also widen the scope of the House points system which traditionally focuses on sports and physical capabilities.

The WAYBRA scheme attempts to promote reading for pleasure that will expand children’s reading experiences and develop their skills of discrimination when identifying quality literature (WAYBRA, n.d.). Through promoting reading for pleasure students are reaping many other educational benefits. According to Krashen (2003) children who read for pleasure improve their comprehension, writing skills, vocabulary, spelling and grammar. Krashen (2003) also found that this type of reading is “more powerful than the skill based programmes, the vocabulary drill-type programme and spelling drills”. Students are given choice in their reading as it is an important precursor to involvement and enjoyment (Worthy, 1996). No formal assessment is given as it may dissuade students and diminish the importance of reading for its own merit (Worthy, 1996).

The purpose behind the whole school ‘Race Around The World’ fiction promotion of this scale would be to develop and reinforce students’ literacy skills, enthuse them about reading for pleasure and raise awareness in staff, students and parents of the importance of reading fiction to develop and maintain essential literacy skills. Reading fiction requires students to actively cognitively engage with a text, they use their imagination to interpret meaning and mood and as such develop higher levels of cognitive ability and essential literacy skills (Combes, 2010). The programme also allows for different literacies to be developed, such as map reading and keeping bibliographic records and develops a stronger global and community sense of awareness in students.

LEARNING/ LITERACY OUTCOMES

CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK

Overarching outcomes include:

· language literacy (1)

· Numerical literacy (2)

· information literacy (3,4,)

· cultural literacy (8,9,10)

· *also potentially visual and media literacies with cross-curricular tasks

Learning Area Outcomes include:

English
· Reading

· Writing

Society & Environment

· Active citizenship

· Place & Space

Health & Phys Ed

· Attitudes & Values

The programme’s aim is primarily to excite students about reading. It works by motivating them on many levels; the competition at a personal, year group and at a House level and the incentive of raising money for charities will appeal even to the most reluctant readers.

During the course of the unit, students will read a variety of fiction from the previous year’s WAYBRA list and make nominations for the current year’s awards. They will use language in a variety of contexts (written, oral and visual) to exchange and formulate ideas.

The programme primarily addresses English learning areas Reading and Writing outcomes however, many other outcomes are addressed including the S&E and Health & PE outcomes addressed in the fundraising and mapping activities. In addition, there are many opportunities for cross curricular collaboration and assessment with smaller groups.

Students play a number of different roles during the course of the unit where they will focus on further developing literacy skills. e.g. conducting an oral presentation, summary writing, writing up bibliographic information and evaluating fiction for WAYBRA nomination.

Literacy outcomes will be determined by the student’s engagement with the materials, the catalogue notes and nominations they produce using a provided template and their reading log (Student Passport) records.

SUMMARY OF THE PROGRAMME

The programme will run for a term and combine the WAYBRA reader’s choice award with and in-school fiction promotion competition. The competition will work as follows:

· Students will compete in their Houses at year levels e.g. Year 7 RED. 

· Students will set a personal goal e.g. “I am going to read 1000 pages this term”.

· Students will seek financial sponsorship from parents, friends and local community members e.g. “I will sponsor you $10 if you can read 1000 pages this term”.

· Students will earn 1 House point for each page of a book read.

· Students receive 10 House points for nominating a book for the WAYBRA awards and an additional 50 points if that book is accepted on one of the reading lists.

· Students are required to complete (using a provided scaffolding template) a 300 word book review to be added to library catalogue records in the notes section of at least 1 book. In their class groups Middle school students are also required to conduct an oral presentation reviewing 1 book they have read.

· Students will maintain a Reading Passport (monitored by English teachers and TL) where they record the bibliographical information of each book they read and receive passports stamps. To get from Perth to Sydney Red House must read 5000 pages, from Sydney to New Zealand 15000 pages etc. and in this way they ‘Race Around The World’.

· To progress from each checkpoint the student must fulfil certain requirements and read a variety of genres e.g. to get from New Zealand to Los Angeles you must read a book off the WAYBRA list. To get from Los Angeles to New York you must read an Adventure story.

· An at home component where parents can also sign off on reading done after school will help to raise the parents awareness of the importance of reading and maintaining essential literacy skills.

· Prizes and additional House points will be awarded to the best reader in each Year Group, overall winning House and first individual student to make it back to Perth in the ‘Race Around The World’ as well as students and Houses that raise the most money.

· All proceeds will be donated to the House charity e.g. RED House is fundraising for The Cancer Council this year.

· Prizes and Cheques will presented to winners and Charity representatives at a whole school assembly.

* A webpage will be set up to support the programme (this could be a cross-curricular opportunity with a senior school computing or media class) where students can track their individual progress and see where they are in the world. They will be able to see where other students in their classes and year groups are and a tally of House positions and points earned will also be visible. Information Literacy teaching opportunities could be embedded into the tracking process. 

PLANNING / ORGANISATION/ TIMELINE

Term 3 and 4, 2010:

· TL – prepare programme and proposal outline for executive approval.

· TL - address whole staff at PD day. Explain programme and its aims and goals. Explain cross-curricular learning opportunities and invite teachers to become involved.  Seek volunteers to assist with programme.

· TL - meets with House coordinators, Year Group Coordinators, Head of English Dept.  and volunteers and teachers seeking cross-curricular assessment opportunities and school Executives to brainstorm programme ideas and opportunities and to promote and gain support. Keep others involved as much as possible.  Distribute minutes and follow up with individuals to maintain momentum of project.

· TL - coordinate and collaborate with HOLAs and Teachers in terms of preparing and assessing cross-curricular projects.

· Planning meetings: informal sessions – coffee and morning tea provided. Get the Principal involved!! Powerful positive role model for students and staff. Distribute minutes and follow up with individuals to maintain momentum of project.

· TL(and Library Team) - organise guest readers and optional lunchtime sessions. Organise Kate McCaffrey (English Teacher at SSS and published author) to do guest reading of her novels. Organise Principal and other teachers to do guest reading and lunchtime Soapbox sessions. Invite other authors and local sporting celebrities to the school for guest reading lunchtime sessions.

· TL (and Library Team)- check collection for books on WAYBRA Reading lists. Order where necessary.

· TL(and Library Team) - Prepare Reading Passports, WAYBRA Reading Lists and Fundraising Sponsorship Forms - 1 per student and spares.
· TL(and Library Team) Order bookmarks, stickers and posters from WAYBRA.

Term 1, 2011: Programme implementation

· TL – send communication to parents via newsletter, intranet, e-mail or letter home to explain programme, fundraising and literacy aims. Explain how parents can support and become involved. Call for volunteers to assist with reading sessions, guest readers etc.

· TL (and Library Team) - Create (or organise Art/ media students to create) visual displays in the library and around the school; WAYBRA books, other books for nomination and ‘Race Around The World’. Include Young Readers List, Picture Book List and Older Readers List in the displays. Also, display in classroom and House assembly areas HOUSE RACE AROUND THE WORLD MAPS. Posters in Canteen area etc.

· English Teacher and TL to work collaboratively with students. Assess catalogue notes and showbag oral presentations.

· TL - provide regular updates and progress reports on visual displays around school and in newsletter/ intranet etc.

· TL (and other involved teachers) - assess student achievement of outcomes of any smaller group cross-curricular tasks.

Term 2, 2011: Conclusion of Programme

· TL – coordinate (with House Leaders) points tally and school assembly to present prizes and fundraising cheques.

· TL – publish results and final statistics in newsletter and on intranet (e-mail to whole staff).

· TL – seek evaluations and feedback from staff, students, guest authors and all involved parties. 

· TL (and Library Team) – gather borrowing statistics.

· TL – prepare an evaluation report for executives and staff.

PROGRAMME OUTLINE – YEARS 7-10

	WEEK
	TEACHING OUTCOMES
	ACTIVITIES & HANDOUTS
	READING RESOURCES
	PLANNING DATES & ROLES

	1
	Outcomes:

English: Reading

Target Audience:

Years 7-9
	After Year 7 Orientation.

Explain the purpose of weekly visits to library.

Introduce and explain the ‘Race Around The World’ competition. Issue students with Reading Passports and Fundraising Sponsorship Forms. 

Introduce and explain WAYBRA using posters and storytelling from novels on the lists. Show students bookmarks and stickers as incentives.

Show students the WAYBRA web site and how to access the reading lists. Provide a hard copy reading list for each student. When explaining how to nominate a book for the award, give students a list of novels in the library that could be nominated by them.

Invite students to choose books from either the list or other suggested books. Ask if anyone has read these books – impromptu book report. Kids are the best sellers!


	Books on WAYBRA booklist (2010 booklist) and other books that may be of interest for nomination.

Displays of WAYBRA and other books of interest around the library.

Displays of World Maps and passports etc. around the Library.

Prepare:

· Reading Passports 
· Fundraising Sponsorship Forms. 
	Preplanning (Term Prior)

Time Allocation: 1 period/ week Years 7-9 and 1 period/ fortnight Year 10-12 *as upper school students have a greater workload teachers may not allocate fortnightly periods. Through negotiation with teachers a one-off introduction promotion period could be secured with occasional in-class catch ups.  



	1
	Outcomes:

English: Reading & Writing

Target Audience:

Year 10-12


	Explain purpose and expectations of fortnightly visits.

Introduce and explain the ‘Race Around The World’ competition. Issue students with Reading Passports and Fundraising Sponsorship Forms. 

Introduce and explain WAYBRA using books and WAYBRA web site. Provide hardcopies of Reading lists and list of other novels that could be nominated for the award.

*As Year 11-12 students have a greater workload teachers may not allocate fortnightly periods. Through negotiation with teachers a one-off introduction promotion period could be secured.  This period would introduce ‘Race Around The World’ House fundraising competition and WAYBRA Reading lists to students and promote the benefits of recreational reading.  

An informal invitation to students who wish to participate would then be extended. Ongoing encouragement and support would be on a one-to one basis during break times and at an optional Lunchtime book-club, where students can have tea and biscuits and read in a separate more adult space. 

These students could also earn House points for required reading texts.


	As above
	As above

	3-10
	Target Audience: 
Years 7-10
	Ongoing informal discussion with students about their reading experiences.

Ongoing voting on student reading and Passport Stamping. regular class checks on progress around the world and sponsorship pledges.

After consultation – WAYBRA nominations where applicable.

Handout stickers and bookmarks as incentives.

Organise guest readers: School Principal, local sport stars, authors etc.

Optional lunchtime sessions: 

· Viewing of TV shows and movies with book spinoffs.

· Story soapbox sessions in the canteen area using microphone with teachers and guest readers, local sport stars and authors etc.

Catalogue Notes:

Each student must write (using prepared scaffolding template) a 300 word summary/ review of 1 book they’ve read, to be added to catalogue notes section. 

Oral presentations:

Each student must present a 2-3 showbag presentation (using scaffolding documents and task sheets prepared) reviewing 1 book they have read.

CROSS CURRICULAR LEARNING OPPORTUNITES

· Digital media students can take pictures and use these to create displays in library and around school.

· Business students can assist with running and organising the promotion.

· Accounting students can assist with tallying points and monies.

· Faith and Values students could go out into local community and read with senior citizens, primary school students.

· Food and Nutrition students can bake cakes and biscuits for the book-club.

· Geography students can assist with mapping House progress around the world. Posters to be displayed in Houses and homerooms.

· Art students can display book and reading inspired artworks around the school.

· etc. The idea is to get the whole school involved at every possible level. 


	Update displays: WAYBRA History, past winners, books banned in America etc. to get student interested and maintain their interest.

Regular updates in School Newsletter of outstanding students and House points tally. Get the community/ parents involved to help promote reading at home.

Catalogue Notes Scaffolding worksheet

Showbag Tasksheet and scaffolding worksheets
	Teacher and TL to work collaboratively with students.

TL organise guest readers and optional lunchtime sessions.

TL coordinate and collaborate with Teachers in terms of assessing cross-curricular projects.

TL – send communication to parents via newsletter, intranet, e-mail or letter home to explain programme, fundraising and literacy aims. Explain how parents can support and become involved. Call for volunteers to assist with reading sessions, guest readers etc.

TL (and Library Team) - Create (or organise Art/ media students to create) visual displays in the library and around the school; WAYBRA books, other books for nomination and ‘Race Around The World’. Include Young Readers List, Picture Book List and Older Readers List in the displays. Also, display in classroom and House assembly areas HOUSE RACE AROUND THE WORLD MAPS. Posters in Canteen area etc.

English Teacher and TL to work collaboratively with students. Assess catalogue notes and showbag oral presentations.

TL - provide regular updates and progress reports on visual displays around school and in newsletter/ intranet etc. or Tracking website.

TL (and other involved teachers) - assess student achievement of outcomes of any smaller group cross-curricular tasks.



	Week 1

Term 3
	Target Audience: 
Whole School
	Final points tally and collection of fundraising monies

Whole school assembly. Prizes and cheques presented.
	
	TL coordinate tally, organise prizes and liaise with House Coordinators.

House Coordinator invites charity representatives to attend assembly to receive cheques.

TL invites community newspaper to assembly and seeks parental permission for a select group of readers to have a photo taken for community news story.

TL publishes final results and congratulations in school newsletter.


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF RESOURCES TO BE PROMOTED

	WAYBRA Young Readers List 2010

Ashland, Monk  Sky Village
Bone, Ian  Philomena Wonderpen is a very Naughty Teacher
Brand, Dell  History’s a Mystery
Carter, Charlie  Red Devil Down – Battle Box
D’Ath, Justin  Spider Bite
Flanagan, John  Erak’s Ransom
Gleitzman, Morris  Toad Surprise
Griffiths, Andy Mascot Madness
Havel, Geoff  The Master
Kinney, Jeff  Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The Last Straw
Mckinlay, Meg  Going for Broke
Murphy, Sally Pearl Verses the World
Murrell, Belinda Locket of Dreams
Orman, Lorraine  Haunted
Preller, James  Along came Spider
Rasheed, Leila  Chips, Beans & Limousines
Riordan, Rick  Percy Jackson & the Last Olympians
Simpson, Judith  In the Shadow of the Palace
Small, Charlie  Charlie Small Gorilla City
St John, Lauren The White Giraffe
Storer, Jen Tensy Farlow & the Home for Mislaid Children
Thomason, Mark  Moonrunner
Wagner, Michael  The Undys – Wet & Wild
Wilding, Valerie  Road to War
WAYBRA Picture Books List 2010

Graeme, Base Enigma
Bell, Krista Lofty’s Mission
Kendell,Sandra Quoll
Kerin, Jackie Phar Lap the Wonder Horse
Millard, Glenda Mbobo Tree
Thompson, Colin Free to a Good Home
Wild, Margaret Harry & Hopper
Wolfer, Dianne Lighthouse Girl
	WAYBRA Older Readers List 2010

Brugman, Alyssa Girl Next Door
Carman, Patrick Atherton-Rivers of Fire
Carter, Ally Cross My Heart & Hope to Spy
Clare, Cassandra City of Bones
Colfer, Eoin Airman
Collins, Suzanne The Hunger Games
Darwin, Emma A Secret Alchemy
Doger, Sharon Falling
Dunmore, Helen Ingo Book 1
Faulks, Sebastian Devil May Care
Gavin, Jamila The Robber Baron’s Daughter
Grant, Michael Gone
Gray, Claudia Evernight
Green, Julia Breathing Underwater
Grindley, Sally Torn Pages
Grylls, Bear Way of the Wolf (Mission Survival)
Horowitz, Anthony The Night Bus
Hubbard, Kate Rubies in the Snow
Ibbotson, Eva A Company of Swans
Kaslik, Ibi Skinny
Landy, Derek Skulduggery Pleasant – The Faceless Ones
Macphail, Catherine Worse than Boys
Malley, Gemma The Resistance
Mead, Richelle Shadow Kiss
Meyer, Stephenie Host
Mourlevat, Jean-Claude Winter Song
Patterson, James Maximum Ride: Max
Pfeffer, Susan Life as We Knew It
Sherman, Alexie The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian
Young, Alexa Frenemies

	Additional Resources to be promoted (possible nomination for 2011 WAYBRA list).

· Christopher, Lucy. Stolen. Chicken House Publishing

· Clark, Judith. The Winds of Heaven. Allen & Unwin.

· Larbalestier, Justine. Liar. Allen & Unwin.

· Metzenthen, David. Jarvis 24. Penguin Group Australia.

· Millard, Glenda. A Small Free Kiss in the Dark. Allen & Unwin

· Tangey, Penny. Loving Richard Feynman. University of Queensland Press.




ASSESSMENT 

While the programme can be linked to many outcomes across multiple learning areas, it is not ideal for it to be a formally assessed scheme of work. The primary aim is to generate an enthusiasm for reading in the school community. The programme addresses many educational outcomes and adds value to school community as a whole. Develop some informal assessment to include in the rubric – students commentary for publication in the library catalogue notes section, voting slips that contain a rating system and an explanation, outcomes checklist – students on task, able to select and borrow own books (follow process and procedures), sustain silent reading for a certain length of time. Gives you something to report on and evaluate the programme while placing the promotion into the context of the school – developing literacy outcomes and a reading culture across the school. 

Smaller tasks to be formally assessed within the term during Library reading lessons:

Reading and Speaking and Listening

· Year 9 & 10 oral presentations on 1 book read

· Year 7& 8 show-bag oral presentations on 1 book read

* RUBRICS to be developed using Curriculum Frameworks progress maps.

Reading and Writing

· Year 7-10 Catalogue Notes (300 word annotated bibliographic entry)

* RUBRICS to be developed using Curriculum Frameworks progress maps.

Cross-curricular learning activities will be assessed with collaborating teachers using outcomes addressed in those specific learning areas. * RUBRICS to be developed using Curriculum Frameworks progress maps.

EVALUATION

The overall success and value of the programme will be measured by the enthusiasm it generates and the fundraising and school morale. The success of the programme can be measured against the following criteria:

· Written and Oral assessment of Year 7-10 students. Can they articulate and understanding of what they’ve read?

· WAYBRA book nominations

· Borrowing statistics

· Funds raised

· House points earned

· Over a longer term period – NAPLAN results

· Reading statistics from year groups/ classes/ Houses

· Photographic evidence of the programme in action

· Feedback and evaluations from staff, students, parents, guest authors, charities and other involved parties

· Level of involvement - Learning areas, outcomes addressed, numbers of volunteers etc.

· Successes and areas of improvement 

· School-wide culture of reading – noticeable improvements?

· Budgetary issues

· Collection development issues

· Relevance of programme and degree of students and community satisfaction.

· Libraries strategic plan – is it being achieved?

Student/ staff evaluation questionnaire will address the following areas:

· Degree of satisfaction/ enjoyment

· Topic relevance, interest and challenge

· Promotional coverage

· Activities and approaches used

· WAYBRA list – resources used and resources available

· Effectiveness of other support activities - in-class, lunchtime sessions, guest readers  etc.

· Displays, newsletters. Posters etc. Effectiveness

· Areas for improvement. What could be done better next year?

*Student passports, individual records of involvement as well as rich source of information on their reading needs and interests

This programme and its evaluation can form part of EVALUATION REPORT and be considered when working on the end of year LIBRARY STRATEGIC PLAN.
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