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ALIA Schools Newsletter April 2012
Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to the second newsletter for 2012. Here is an update of ALIA Schools activities.

Committee members

We welcomed two new committee members, Anne Chowne and Anna Apfelstedt recently and are pleased to announce another new committee member, Kate Love. Kate is relatively new to school libraries and we are very pleased that she has offered her support this early in her teacher librarian career. 
If you are considering volunteer work, then you are most welcomed too. The time commitment is approximately two hours per meeting and then around one hour between meetings. The remaining meeting schedule is: 12 May, 2 June, 28 July, 25 August, 15 September, 20 October and 17 November. For details about the meeting venues please contact me at agirolami@mercycoburg.catholic.edu.au Interstate members are most welcomed to attend meetings as teleconferences can be arranged.

Membership to ALIA Schools

If you have changed schools or email addresses it is important that you make these amendments on the ALIA website. You can do so by visiting the Membership section on the ALIA website [go to Check your membership details at www.alia.org.au/members/membership-only and ALIA group pages], login using your ALIA username and password. Then make the necessary changes. 

Professional development

The professional learning schedule is as follows:
Term 2:
Online forum – General capabilities and the Australian Curriculum – May

Learning in a changing work: curriculum integration – 2 June
Term 3:
Reading in a changing world – 28 July
Term 4:
Learning in a changing world: connect, communicate, collaborate – 20 October

To obtain further information visit www.alia.org.au/groups/aliaschools
The first online forum for the year will be conducted via the ALIA Schools wiki. Commencing on Monday 7 May and running for two weeks, the online forum is an opportunity for all members, around the nation, to discuss the general capabilities as outlined in the Australian Curriculum and in particular what they mean for school libraries and teacher librarians. To prepare for the online forum make sure you have signed up for the wiki. To do this visit: http://aliaschools.wikispaces.com/ and then click on the Register button. Follow the prompts from there. On Monday 7 May log on, read the blurbs and/or scenarios then, more importantly,  make your contribution to the discussion. 
National Year of Reading

What are you doing for the National Year of Reading? If you are not sure, then visit www.love2read.com.au to get some inspiration. If you are sure then don’t forget to list your event(s) on the official website. An important date to place in your calendar is the Reading Hour which is scheduled for Saturday 25 August. For more details visit the official website.
Australian Institute for Teachers and School Leaders [AITSL]

The AITSL Professional Learning Convention was held on 23 February at Etihad Stadium in Melbourne.

There were two keynote addresses. The first was delivered by Vicki Phillips, Director of Education, Measures of Effective Teaching project for the Gates Foundation and the second by Frederick Brown, Director of Strategy and Development, Learning Forward. The focus was on teacher effectiveness and the value of professional learning. To view their papers please visit: www.aitsl.edu.au/plconvention
AITSL has introduced a new element to their website titled Teacher Feature. This is an opportunity for all teachers to post a short video clip of themselves answering one of thirteen questions pertaining to their passion about teaching. Take a look at what already has been posted. Get inspired to post a clip yourself. To be part of this new initiative simply visit http://teacherfeature.aitsl.edu.au/
Work continues on developing descriptors to assist teacher librarians to identify how they are meeting the National Standards for Teachers. The Standards have been developed with four levels: graduate, proficient, highly accomplished and lead. This work will be undertaken by ALIA and ASLA in a spirit of cooperation.

Working party with Victorian Catholic Teacher Librarians
The document titled: School Improvement Framework in Libraries [SIFiL] is now completed. SIFiL is to be used in conjunction with the School Improvement Framework [SIF] which is the review process used by Catholic schools in Victoria to ensure school registration. This self-reflection tool will, soon, be posted on the Catholic Education Office Melbourne’s website. Once there, the URL will be made available. 

In the meantime, as part of the review work, another document is being prepared based on the Victorian Institute of Teaching’s standards of professional practice for full registration. This document provides scenarios, on each standard, for teacher librarians to use as a guide when preparing for their annual review meetings (ARMs). When this document is completed it will be made available to members of the VCTL and ALIA Schools.
Australian School Library Association [ASLA]
If you would like to join ASLA and you reside in Victoria, ACT, Tasmania, Northern Territory and South Australia you can take up an individual membership. For further details contact Karen Bonanno at kbonanno@bigpond.net.au 
ALIA/ASLA Policy Advisory Group [PAG]

The PAG is still currently in recess.
School Library Roundtable

At present there is nothing to report.
Inquiry into School Libraries and Teacher Librarians

At present there is nothing to report.
eList

To find out the latest in ALIA and school libraries join the ALIA Schools eList. It is easy to join just go to Groups on the ALIA website and follow the prompts.

Regards

Anne Girolami

Convenor ALIA Schools

�








