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	Dear Parents,
Welcome to the second newsletter from WASLA, the West Australian School Library Association. The name of the newsletter has changed, since many copies of the first issue went to the school library instead of the parent body as intended. ic3 News aims to keep you in the loop about developments in technology, reading and literacy, the world of information and the value your school library brings to a child’s education. The previous issue presented information on the importance of traditional literacy (reading, writing, listening, viewing and understanding) skills for your child’s success at school. We have elected to continue this theme for the second issue.
Reading and statistics
The following statistical summary comes from a presentation in June 2014 by Jane Jones the Coordinator Community Literacy & Learning from the State Library of Western Australia. These statistics (from the ABS) are useful because they indicate just how far literacy levels in our schools have fallen. This is especially important when we consider just how much money State and Federal governments continue to pull from education budgets, particularly in the area of public education. 
Firstly, what is the impact of low literacy? Research from around the world tells us that people with low levels of literacy are more likely to:
· be unemployed;
· be in low paid work;
· have children at an early age;
· spend time in prison;
· have low self-esteem; and
· be made redundant.
Adults with low levels of literacy are less likely to:

· be in good health;
· own their own home;
· vote; and
· take part in community life.

	
	In Australia, approximately 44% of adults fall below level 2 of competency for literacy. Level 3 is the minimum level required to succeed in high school and beyond.
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Numeracy, which is closely related to literacy, follows a similar pattern, but is generally higher.

[image: image2.emf]

	WASLA, http://www.wasla.asn.au/


	1 in 5 Australians do not have the basic problem solving skills required to function in a technology rich environment – workplace, home or school.
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How does WA compare? In 2014 WA was second last amongst the states after Tasmania with 47.3% of adults struggling with low literacy levels. How do literacy levels compare over the last 20 years? Are we getting better? The answer is no.
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Children - Early Years and school
Australian Early Development Index - 2012
· 23% of children identified as being developmentally vulnerable in one or more domains 

NAPLAN Reading Results 2012 (% below national minimum standard) 

· 6.8% of Year 3 students 

· 9.0% of Year 5 

· 5.0% of Year 7 

· 8.0% of Year 9 

· Year 3 between 40 – 60% Aboriginal children in remote locations in WA, SA & NT.
Australian Industry Group (2011) 
· 75% of employers identified low literacy as an issue in the workplace 

Low levels of literacy can result in direct costs to business: 

· poor completion of workplace documents;
· wasted time through repeated work; and 

· wasted materials through misinterpretation of instructions 

Literacy also impacts on: 

· workforce training needs;
· communications;
· relationships; and 

· occupational health and safety. 
	
	People without a basic school qualification: 

· 56% had a literacy score below Level 3 

· 66% a numeracy score below Level 2 

Where to go outside school?

Non-accredited community based language and literacy programs in WA:
· Read Write Now;
· community learning centres;
· Community Resource Centres;
· local drop in centres;
· local public libraries;
· churches; and

· telecentres and digital learning hubs.
Digital literacy

Digital literacies include being able to make sense of text presented on a screen, as well as images and multimedia. It also means being able to use the Internet/World Wide Web to find information, use a computer and ICTs such as email and social media, for example Facebook. Being digitally literate also means knowing and understanding things such as privacy and copyright law, how to use technology ethically and appropriately (cyberbullying) and how to upgrade your skills.

Research with Year 5 students in 2003 indicated that students needed really good traditional literacy skills before they could use resources competently on the Internet, and even then, they would miss information. Recent research is telling us that we read the screen differently, which is why we often miss information. Young people in particular have a habit of scanning a screen rapidly looking for keywords and links – why the term surfing the Web was originally coined.

Above all we need to remember the following:

Computers are not compensatory, they are complementary.
This means our children need really good reading and writing, viewing and listening skills (literacy), before they can use them for learning at school.

Parent power
Research has been telling us for the last 30 years that reading for pleasure further develops and maintains literacy levels. Ask your Principal:

· What reading programs are being implemented across the school?

· Does the school have a trained teacher librarian to develop and run whole school literacy/digital literacy programs? If not, then why not?

· What are the NAPLAN results for your school and what is the school doing to improve these results?

· What can parents do to help their children to be successful at school?



	Dr Barbara Combes, President, WASLA, president@wasla.asn.au 


