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ANNOUNCEMENT  

AUSTRALIAN SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN NATIONAL INITIATIVE                                                               

TO HELP KIDS STAY SAFE ONLINE 

Friday 1 March, 2013: Library associations across Australia have announced the 13 Project, to 

strengthen the participation of school library staff in schools’ efforts to help keep their 

students safer online.  

Every parent fears their child being bullied, and cyberbullying has added an extra layer to 

the threat. The 13 Project recognises the special role of school libraries as a place where 

students often access online resources, and the opportunity library staff have to promote 

cybersafety information.  The 13 Project complements other school initiatives to deal with 

cybersafety by positioning school library staff as having an important role in keeping students 

safe online. 

 In November last year, School Education Minister Peter Garrett said, ‘A 2009 Edith Cowan 

University report on covert bullying gave us a staggering statistic: one in six students are 

bullied weekly. A quarter of students between Year 4 and Year 9 reported being bullied at 

least once over the few weeks the research was undertaken. One in five students has 

experienced some form of cyber-bullying. This means every family either has a child, or 

knows one, who is being bullied at school … No child should have to go through this.’1 

Through the 13 Project, school library teams will have access to web-based resources and 

information fact sheets to guide students and parents, and industry partner Softlink will be 

conducting research into school libraries and cybersafety as part of its annual Australian 

School Library Survey. 

The library associations are partnering with the Department of Broadband Communications 

and the Digital Economy for National Cybersafety Awareness Week, to promote being safe 

online through displays, events and activities right across the country. The campaign will roll 

out over 2013, with the main launch event taking place around National Cybersafety 

Awareness Week, starting on 20 May, 2013. 

ENDS 

 

                                                           
1
 http://ministers.deewr.gov.au/garrett/be-bold-stop-bullying-facebook-campaign-launch 
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Note for editors 

Why the name? Three reasons: the initiative takes its name from the year, 2013, the recommended 

minimum age for interaction with social media (Facebook), 13, and the launch date Friday 1 March 

2013 (1/3/13).   

13 Project partners include: 

AUSTRALIAN LIBRARY AND INFORMATION ASSOCIATION 

 

The Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA) is the professional organisation for the 

Australian library and information services sector.  With 5,500 members across Australia, we provide the 

national voice of the profession in the development, promotion and delivery of quality library and 

information services, through leadership, advocacy and mutual support.  www.alia.org.au  

Contact: Sue McKerracher, Executive Director, 02 6215 8215 sue.mckerracher@alia.org.au  

AUSTRALIAN SCHOOL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

 

The Australian School Library Association (ASLA) is the peak body providing leadership and support for 

school libraries and the promotion of teacher librarianship in Australia. ASLA represents the interest of 

over 9,000 school libraries and more than 3.5 million students. 

Contact: Karen Bonanno, Executive Officer, 07 3633 0510 asla@asla.org.au  

SOFTLINK 

 

Softlink has been exclusively dedicated to the development and support of advanced integrated 

knowledge, content and library management solutions for some 30 years.  Softlink supports more than 

50 percent of schools across Australia and more than 10,000 libraries across 108 nations and all library 

sectors. Softlink are strong industry advocates and have conducted the annual Australian School 

Library Survey since 2010. 

 

Contact: Susan Tierney, Manager, International Marketing, 07 3124 6111 stierney@softlinkint.com  

 

THE HUB 

The Hub is a group of like-minded teacher librarians and teachers who are dedicated to the 

improvement of Australian schools through the inclusion of professionally staffed and well resourced 

libraries. Members have published in the media and were instrumental in getting the Federal 

Government’ s 2010 Inquiry into School Libraries underway. The hub works closely with other teacher 

librarian and library associations to  further this cause and fully support the Project 13 initiative. 

Contact : Barbara Combes, beecee@iinet.net.au   

 

The SCHOOL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF QUEENSLAND (SLAQ) 

Covering over 400 school libraries, SLAQ is the peak association providing opportunities for members to 

collaborate and support the vision of their school communities in developing students as lifelong 

learners.  

 Through the objectives of advocacy, communication, professional development and partnerships, 

SLAQ aims to enhance and develop professional knowledge and skills amongst Queensland teacher-
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librarians and advocate the critical role these professionals play within the education sector. SLAQ is 

pleased to be a Partner in the 13 Project.  

Contact: SLAQ Secretariat, 0400 937 089, secretariat@slaq.org.au 

 

SCHOOL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA 

The School Library Association of Victoria (SLAV) is a member based professional association with over 

600 institutional members covering more than 4000 individuals including teacher librarians and school 

library team members across Victoria. 

SLAV articulates the role of the school library as a key partner in the learning and teaching process and 

offers dynamic, inspiring opportunities for teacher librarians and library teams to build on their essential 

roles.  Through its national and international connections SLAV members have access to global 

educational research, innovation and best practice in school libraries. SLAV members are pleased to 

support the 13 Project. http://www.slav.schools.net.au/ 

Contact: 03 9349 5822 slav@netspace.net.au 

 

SCHOOL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

To have Teacher Librarians in every school fulfilling the dual role of teacher and information specialist, 

thereby improving educational outcomes by creating an information literate community 

SLASA advocates for school libraries and the profession, provides professional learning and resource 

materials and maintains clear and effective communication within and beyond the profession.  

We are a state association and are members of ASLA.  

Contact: Sue Johnston, SLASA Secretary sjohnston@senet.com.au 

 

 

mailto:secretariat@slaq.org.au
http://wwwslav.schools.net.au/%22%3ehttp:/www.slav.schools.net.au/
mailto:
mailto:sjohnston@senet.com.au

