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WASLA SCHOOL LIBRARY CHAMPION OF THE YEAR AWARD 2026

The School Library Champion Award is a biennial award recognising a Western Australian based individual who has made an outstanding contribution to the school library sector in Western Australia. This award celebrates a member or non-member who has demonstrated sustained and meaningful support for school libraries over a significant period of time. Recipients are individuals who actively champion the value, impact and future of school libraries and library professionals.

Contributions may include, but are not limited to, excellence or leadership in one or more of the following areas:

· Innovation that strengthens or transforms school library services
· Development of strategic partnerships supporting school libraries
· Advocacy at school, community, state or national levels
· Mentoring and support of library staff or the broader profession
· Research that advances understanding or practice in school libraries
· Provision of services or leadership at a national level
· Policy development influencing school libraries or education
· Publications that promote or support school libraries
· Education and training initiatives benefiting the school library sector

This award may be presented to individuals such as principals, authors, academics, policymakers or community leaders whose actions have demonstrated strengthened school libraries.


Guidelines for candidate selection:
1. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Call for nominations to go through WASLA communications to all members.
2. Details of the contribution to school libraries in Western Australia will be submitted as well as the nomination form below.
3. [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Nominations will be sent to the Awards Sub-Committee of WASLA.
4. The Awards Sub-Committee, led by the Vice President will select the worthy recipient.
5. The decision of the Sub-Committee will be final.
6. The Sub-Committee will prepare a short statement on the recipient to be announced and presented at the awards ceremony, along with an article to appear in the Association’s journal and other communications.

Guidelines for applications:
To nominate for the School Library Champion of the Year Award, you will need the following:
· Complete the nomination expression of interest form, available on the WASLA website
· Nomination application form will be forwarded to the nominator
· Completed nomination application form to be submitted electronically via email to the Awards Sub-Committee of WASLA
· Any supporting documentation/evidence to enhance application
· A high-resolution image of the nominee

Completed application to be submitted by email to awards2026@wasla.asn.au

Closing Date for Applications:  Friday 8 May 2026 (Term 2 Week 3) by 5pm.



WASLA SCHOOL LIBRARY CHAMPION OF THE YEAR 2026
SUBMISSION FORM

NOMINEE

	Name of nominee
	

	Nominee’s email
	

	Phone/Mobile
	

	Position/Role
	

	Organisation/Affiliation
	

	If applicable:
	

	Name of school
	

	Current position
	

	Principal/Employer's Name
	

	School address
	



RELATIONSHIP TO NOMINEE

[bookmark: Check7]|_|	Professional colleague

[bookmark: Check8]|_|	School leader / staff member

[bookmark: Check9]|_|	Library professional

[bookmark: Check10]|_|	Partner organisation

[bookmark: Check11]|_|	Other (please specify) ___________________________________________________


AWARD CATEGORY FIT

The nominee’s contribution demonstrates leadership or impact in the following area/s:

|_|	Innovation

|_|	Partnerships

|_|	Advocacy

|_|	Mentoring

|_|	Research

|_|	Services at a national level

|_|	Policy development

|_|	Publications

|_|	Education and training



SUMMARY STATEMENT

In 150-200 words, summarise why this nominee deserves the School Library Champion Award.

	[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]This is an expanding field 









DESCRIPTION OF CONTRIBUTION

In 300-500 words, please describe the nominee’s contribution to championing school libraries. You may wish to include:
· What they did
· How long the contribution occurred over
· Who benefited (students, schools, staff, sector)
· The scale of impact (local, state, national)

	This is an expanding field 











IMPACT AND OUTCOMES

In 200-300 words, please detail the evidence that demonstrates the impact of the nominee’s contribution. Examples may include:
· Policy changes or funding outcomes
· Increased visibility or understanding of school libraries
· Program development or expansion
· Profession or sector-wide influence

	This is an expanding field 













SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

Please attach or link to any relevant supporting materials (if available). Suggestions include:
· Media articles
· Policy documents
· Publications
· Letters of support
· Program descriptions or reports

	This is an expanding field 








GENERAL COMMENTS

Only if you feel you have something extra to include.

	This is an expanding field 







NOMINEE AWARENESS

|_|	The nominee is aware of this nomination

|_|	The nominee is not aware of this nomination

 
I hereby declare that, to the best of my knowledge, the information supplied on and with this form is accurate.

	Signature* of 
Nominator:
	

	Date:
	



* I accept that the typed name represents my electronic signature.

Application Checklist:
[bookmark: Check1]|_| 	Required: This submission form, completed as required
[bookmark: Check6]|_|	Required: A high-resolution image of the nominee
[bookmark: Check3]|_|	Desirable: Nominee’s role description or role statement
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