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School Library Conference WA
10-11 June, 2011
Santa Maria College, Attadale
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Photo credits: Thank you to 
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Our experiences with the 
Australian Curriculum so far…
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Revisiting, reviewing and looking ahead:  
Tls, education and the state of the nation
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ICT Future Trends



1414



1515

Being in school libraries…
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Top Tip — Sta! loans in 
sta!room (Marie Grech, 
Newman College)

WOW Websites PD & Advocacy

WASLA Recommends…

Postcrossing
evaluated by Bernadette Greene
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Reading Matters Conference 2011

Images from the Look! exhibition, courtesy 
of the State Library of Victoria website: 

http://gallery.slv.vic.gov.au/look
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“L” corner:  
learning, leadership, 

literature & leisure

Federal Government Inquiry into School  
Libraries 2011: what can you do?
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Teachers make 
a di!erence!

The dinner guests were sitting around the table discussing life.

One man, a CEO, decided to explain the problem with education.

He argued, “What’s a kid going to learn from someone who decided his best option in life 
was to become a teacher?”

To stress his point he said to another guest; “You’re a teacher, Bonnie. Be honest. What do 
you make?”

Bonnie, who had a reputation for honesty and frankness replied, “You want to know what 
I make?” 

She paused for a second, then began…

“Well, I make kids work harder than they ever thought they could.

I make kids sit through 40 minutes of class time when their parents can’t make them sit 
for five without an iPod, Game Cube or movie rental.

You want to know what I make?” 

She paused again and looked at each and every person at the table.

“I make kids wonder.

I make them question.

I make them apologize and mean it.

I make them have respect and take responsibility for their actions.

I teach them to write and then I make them write. Keyboarding isn’t everything.

I make them read, read, read.

I make them show all their work in math. They use their God given brain, not the  
man-made calculator.

I make my students from other countries learn everything they need to know about  
English while preserving their unique cultural identity.

I make my classroom a place where all my students feel safe.

Finally, I make them understand that if they use the gifts they were given, work hard, and 
follow their hearts, they can succeed in life.” 

Bonnie paused one last time and then continued.

“Then, when people try to judge me by what I make, with me knowing money isn’t every-
thing, I can hold my head up high and pay no attention because they are ignorant. 

You want to know what I make? I MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

What do you make Mr. CEO?”

His jaw dropped, he went silent.

Teaching is THE profession that makes all 
other professions possible!
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In our libraries…
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WAYRBA (Western Australian 
Young Readers’ Book Award) 

is a readers’ choice award,  
organised on a statewide  
basis for young readers. 

For information, visit:

http://wayrba.org.au/
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Perth College’s Reconciliation Week 
display

According to the Reconciliation 
Australia website “Reconciliation 

involves building mutually respect-
ful relationships between Indigenous 
and other Australians that allow us to 
work together to solve problems and 
generate success that is in everyone’s 

best interests.”

This year, Reconciliation Week was 
from Friday 27 May to Friday 3 June. 

The Perth College Senior School  
recognised reconciliation, and the  

library invited the school community 
to be a part of this by making com-
ments on cut-out hands on red and 

yellow card and pinning these on the 
display.
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Reconciliation Week 
display at Trinity College

NEW RESOURCES: GETTING THE WORD OUT TO STAFF  
(thanks to all WATLnet contributors to this section)

Santa Maria’s Reconciliation 
Week display
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Opening up Pandora’s box: Teacher  
librarianship in the twenty-first century
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Check out the First Follower: Leadership 
Lessons from Dancing Guy — 

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=fW8amMCVAJQ

Are you a first follower? Your importance 
as a follower cannot be understated and 
never more so than now when we have the  
interest of politicians at a national level.  
Become a first follower and get involved by 
going to the wiki and Facebook pages below 
and htiing the ‘like’ button.

Politicians and senior admin are now  
taking notice of how many people  
respond to and hit the ‘like’ button on social  
networking sites — they use this as a gauge of  
community interest. So please go into the wiki 
and Facebook pages below and participate.  
Encourage everyone including your  
colleagues, students and their parents to  
become first followers too.

In response to the release of the House of 
Representatives report from the Inquiry into 
School Libraries and Teacher Librarians, the 
Australian Library and Information Associa-
tion (ALIA) and the Australian School Library 
Association (ASLA) have created a wiki 

http://schoollibraries2011.wikispaces.com/ 

and a Facebook page 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/
What-a-di!erence-a-school-library-

makes/120543444695337 

to enable parents, students, teachers, and 
everyone else who is concerned about the 
state of school libraries, to find out more  
information about this highly topical issue 
and to join in the discussion.

If we are to move the agenda forward for  
libraries in schools and the provision of a 
quality education for our kids, everyone 
needs to become just a lttle bit proactive and 
be a first follower. Let’s get Western Australia 
behind the TL for Every School agenda!
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Book Reviews
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WASLA news: changing the constitution

The WASLA website is a repository 
for practical resources, information 

on professional development,  
advocacy support, state and  

national events and reports and 
much more. 

Register for access to the Members 
Only section for access to a growing 

wealth of support and resources, 
just one of the many benefits of  

being a member of the  
WA School Library Association!

www.wasla.asn.au

ETAWA State Conference
Sunday 14 May, Perth College
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Come to Sydney to explore innovative and creative  
approaches to digital learning, literature and more!

The Australian School Library Association is planning an outstanding conference 
where participants will explore new ideas, new types of conference sessions and 
some great “old” ones as well! Full day workshops, multiple keynotes, concurrent 
sessions, unconference…

Follow us on Twitter @asla2011
or search the hashtag #ASLA2011

You can stay onsite, locally or in Darling Harbour or the CBD, travel by bus or ferry 
to get to the conference if you choose to stay o!site.

Innovation
How do we understand innovation in our teaching practice?
What new tools or programs could we use?

Instruction
What new methodologies or teaching & learning activities can we incorporate 
into learning environments?

Integration
How do we integrate digital literacy / transliteracy into a holistic teaching & learn-
ing sequence or program?

Visit the website for more information and to register:

http://www.asla.org.au/pd/conference/

Platinum Partner
Principal Sponsor for ASLA XXII  
Biennial Conference


